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INL sponsors Hispanic Youth Symposium this weekend

IDAHO FALLS — For 22 years, Idaho National Laboratory’s Hispanic Youth Symposium has brought together Latino high school students and
regional academic institutions to emphasize the importance of education. During that time, millions of dollars in scholarships have been awarded to
area students. Many of these alumni credit the symposium with giving them opportunities that they wouldn’t have received otherwise.

On Friday, April 27 through April 29 – more than 300 Latino teens from 90 Idaho schools will gather at an academic retreat in Sun Valley to
attend scientific and educational workshops, listen to motivational speakers and vie for college scholarships. Even in the face of difficult budgets,
organizers hope to keep the spirit of the event alive as they celebrate past successes and look toward the future.

“This year, we are planning a brainstorming session with some of the programs biggest supporters to come up with ways to keep the symposium
sustainable into the future,” said Danielle Collins, Hispanic Youth Symposium program director. “We know how much this program means to
Idaho, and it’s time for us to take a fresh look at how it is funded. That doesn’t mean it won’t be around after this year, but we may need to make
some strategic changes.”

The symposium began in 1990 as a way to curb the alarming 60 percent dropout rate for Latino teens in Idaho. During the first symposium, only
100 students attended, and just one $1,000 scholarship was awarded. Since that time, colleges and universities from across the region have
donated millions in scholarships and thousands of students have benefitted from the event.

This year, students will have the opportunity to participate in dozens of hands-on activities and listen to presentations centered on science,
engineering, leadership and cultural topics. The symposium has also invited motivation speaker Carlos Ojeda Jr. to talk to the students about the
importance of education and lifetime learning. Ojeda has been called one of America’s most dynamic speakers under the age of thirty. He is a
published author and poet who overcame severe childhood obstacles to pursue his dreams — eventually graduating from college with honors.

Area companies interested in contributing to future Hispanic Youth Symposium events, can contact Danielle Collins at 208-526-1727 for more
information.

What:  Hispanic Youth Symposium
When:  Friday, April 27 through Sunday, April 29
Where: Sun Valley Inn and Convention Facilities, 1 Sun Valley Road, Sun Valley
Note:  Reporters will have an opportunity to conduct phone or in-person interviews with HYS alumni who have returned to present at this year’s
symposium. There will also be ample opportunities throughout the event  to speak with the event organizers about the future of the program.

Directions to Sun Valley Inn:

Turn east on Sun Valley Road, go through the first light and the resort will be located on your right.

INL is one of the DOE's 10 multiprogram national laboratories. The laboratory performs work in each of the strategic goal areas of DOE: energy,
national security, science and environment. INL is the nation's leading center for nuclear energy research and development.

Subscribe to RSS feeds for INL news and feature stories at www.inl.gov. Follow @INL on Twitter or visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/IdahoNationalLaboratory.
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